Framing failure.
This essay offers a conceptual framework for thinking about failure--a type of falling short with respect to some normatively characterized activity, task or expectation. It brings this discussion to bear on the complexities of therapeutic failure, noting how attributions of such failure may make controversial assumptions about the normative status of ends and the match between means and ends, as well as the more common location of responsibility in the therapeutic subject. In many cases, failure should be seen as a learning prelude to success, rather than as its exclusion.